MoveOn.org Virtual Town Hall Talking Points

MAIN MESSAGE -- Top quotes to say to a reporter:
· MoveOn’s Virtual Town Hall is the first time voters can compare the presidential candidates’ side-by-side discussing the global climate crisis. That’s what makes this new and exciting.
· The public is paying attention to the climate crisis like never before, and we will demand that our next president promise bold action on this issue.
· Two billion people around the world, including over 10,000 MoveOn members at more than 1300 house parties across the US, are raising awareness about the global climate crisis on July 7th.

OTHER KEY DETAILS – Top facts about our event, if a reporter wants more info:
· MoveOn members will gather at over 1300 “Party for the Planet” events across the country – which combine Al Gore’s Live Earth concerts on 7 continents with MoveOn’s Virtual Town Hall on the global climate crisis. (There will also fun party activities like a barbeque/potluck and watching the concert on TV.)
· This is the first-ever Virtual Town Hall where presidential candidates answer questions posed by voters over YouTube. MoveOn members asked presidential candidates including Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, and John Edwards about their plans to address the global climate crisis. 
· MoveOn members can watch the entire Virtual Town Hall and vote for the candidate with the best plan at www.MoveOn.org. Beginning Sunday, July 8th, MoveOn members will vote for the candidate with the best plan. The results of the vote will be released on Wednesday, July 11th, 2007. Votes taken after the Virtual Town Halls do not represent an endorsement.
· Hearing from presidential candidates will help shape MoveOn members’ opinions on the candidates. Members will be listening to the candidates stake out their positions on one of the most important issues in the upcoming election, and they’ll have the opportunity to vote the next day on which plan they like best.
· The global climate crisis is an issue many Americans care about. Recent polls show that 88% of Americans believe global warming threatens future generations. And in recent weeks, MoveOn gained 250,000 new members from a petition asking Congress to move toward a clean energy future.

