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It's clear that our country is facing some enormous challenges. Big Oil companies are allowed to write our energy policy. Millions of Americans don't have health care—and many of us who have it, can barely afford it. Four years, and thousands of casualties later, the war in Iraq still rages on.

To truly meet these challenges, we need to build up a progressive power base that is strong enough to overcome the influence of the radical right-wing and rich corporate special interests. We need to be able to apply real pressure on politicians to act on the issues we care about—and to work on winning elections so we can hold them accountable when they bow to special interests. 

Operation Democracy is about taking MoveOn's work beyond email and building that power base—by organizing hard hitting actions in communities from coast to coast.

What we do
Operation Democracy provides extra strength to MoveOn's priority campaigns. Last fall, winning back Congress was MoveOn's biggest focus. Operation Democracy volunteers played a huge role in making this happen by providing the backbone for our campaign to get out the vote. 

Many Operation Democracy actions are focused on earning media coverage, to educate the public and put pressure on elected leaders. To help with this, we provide volunteers with training and tools for breaking through to the media in their community. 

Rapid response is also hallmark of Operation Democracy. When important news breaks, we want to be able to quickly respond with powerful local actions. For example, the day after President Bush announced he was sending more troops to Iraq, Operation Democracy led the way in organizing 500 rapid response emergency rallies. The rallies were on the front page of papers across the country and demonstrated that the public was opposed to Bush's plan.

How it works
At the core of Operation Democracy are hundreds of coordinating councils. Councils are groups of dedicated volunteers who work together in their community to organize MoveOn actions, like rallies, vigils and press conferences. 
Councils have core members who plan each event and other members who just help out whenever they can. Each council has a council coordinator who makes sure the events are successful and the council is growing (recruitment is an important part of Operation Democracy).

To help councils grow even stronger, we have a team of volunteer Regional Coordinators and staff organizers who provide training and support.

Over the last few decades, the radical right-wing has build up a powerful infrastructure and large corporations have had enormous sway over our lawmakers. We can overcome these special interests if we bring people power back to American politics. We created Operation Democracy to help do just that. 

