SPEAKER'S SCRIPT

1. BEFORE YOU GO INTO THE OFFICE:

Hi everyone, my name is ___________, and I’m a MoveOn member from ___________.   

I’m so excited to see all of you here today, because this is such an important moment for the future of our country.  

Let’s take a few moments to quickly go around and introduce yourself briefly and say one reason you’re excited to be part of this campaign!   

Great, thank you for sharing. We’re here today because the economy is in crisis, and millions of people have lost their jobs—including many here in ___________.   

President Obama has a clear plan to create millions of new jobs and invest in clean renewable electricity for our country, but we’re up against Big Coal & Big Oil companies who are working hard to stop Obama’s agenda.    

That’s why we’ve started collecting signatures from small business owners here in ________________.  Small business owners are influential in the community and with our congressional targets, and they're great at explaining how important it is for Congress to invest in creating new jobs. 

So we’re here to deliver a petition signed by small business owners in our area to [Senator/Representative] _______________, calling on [him/her] to truly help our economy by investing in green jobs & committing to repower America with 100% clean, renewable electricity within 10 years. The petition reads: 

“I stand with other small businesses in calling on Congress to take bold action to shift us to a new energy economy.” 

Now we’ll be going inside to deliver our petition to the staff of [Senator/Representative] and ask what they plan to do to make green jobs & clean energy a reality.   

2. WHEN YOU’RE IN THE OFFICE:

Good [morning/afternoon]. I’m ___________, and I’m here with some of my fellow MoveOn members to deliver letters from small business owners in our community to [Senator/Representative] ___________.  Is [Senator/Representative] ____________available to meet with us?   

**If yes, great!  See script below

*If no, that’s fine too (and more likely).   

*Ok, we’re here because we are calling on [him/her] to truly help our economy by investing in green jobs & committing to repower America with 100% clean, renewable electricity within 10 years. 

Can we count on [Senator/Representative] ___________ to support investment in our economy through green jobs and clean, renewable energy? 

Listen for an answer, and consider re-stating the question if the staff person tries to duck the subject. 

Okay, we’re going to leave these petitions with you. We look forward to meeting with him or her soon. Thanks for your time.

**If you get a meeting with the Senator or Representative:  

Tips & Talking points for an in-person meeting with your Senator or Representative:  

TIPS:  

>Some meetings will have 1 person, some 5.  Focus on stating your purpose, handing over the letters, and listening for a response.   

>Control the conversation. Don't let the staffer or member of Congress talk the whole time.   

>Take the initiative by stating clearly & concisely what  you want to discuss.  

>Keep to your talking points.  They may want to get off message but make sure you stick to the key points.  

>Know who's going to speak.  If you have 1 person, or 5 people, be sure you know who is going to speak and what they plan to say (a small business owner, someone who has been affected by the economy, etc).  

>Ask, “Can we count on [Senator/Representative] ___________ to support investment in our economy through green jobs and clean, renewable energy?” 

>Be a good listener.  After you make the pitch, allow them to respond.  However, bring the conversation back to the issue at hand.   

>Answer questions to the best of your knowledge, but if you don’t know an answer, admit it.  Try to provide the information promptly in a follow up letter.  

>Thank them at the end of the meeting, even if he or she did not agree with your position.   

>Be sure to take notes share what you learned.   

TALKING POINTS:

1. President Obama's clean energy jobs plan is great for small business. We’re here to let Rep/Sen [NAME] know that small businesses in [TOWN] want Congress to invest in clean energy jobs to strengthen our economy. In the last two weeks, [NUMBER] local small businesses have come out in support of President Obama’s clean energy jobs plan.

2. Investing in clean energy is a win-win: It helps small businesses thrive, it creates more good jobs, and it secures a prosperous future. Strong energy efficiency programs will pay for themselves in lower electric bills. Cheap and clean energy sources can repower America with 100% safe, home-grown electricity and fight the climate crisis. And getting to a clean energy economy will create 5 million good, green jobs that can’t be shipped overseas.

3. The big oil and coal companies will lobbying Congress to stop President Obama’s clean energy jobs plan because the status quo has made them rich. Our small businesses can’t afford to let special interests block green jobs from coming into our community.
3. AFTER THE DELIVERY: 

Thanks for coming, everyone. It’s really important that we continue to stand together for bold change—let’s be sure to exchange contact information so we can keep in touch about the next steps.

