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Small Business 

Outreach Packet

Thanks for helping identify small businesses in your community to be part of the Power Up America campaign! Small business owners and managers are some of the most powerful voices to make the case that a clean energy future will help our economy recover.
Our goal is to get letters of support (see p.3) from as many local businesses as possible calling on our elected officials to support Pres. Obama’s vision for green jobs and a new energy economy. 

This packet gives you the tools to start reaching out to local businesses in your community. You can find more info at www.moveon.org/smallbusiness. 
Basic Instructions

To get started:

· Brainstorm which businesses to approach. We want businesses of all kinds and sizes to sign the letter! Think of businesses that are prominent or visible in the community, or involved in clean energy or energy conservation (i.e., home weatherizing), or close to the offices of your elected officials. But don’t limit yourself – any business could be supportive.
· Check with your fellow MoveOn Council members to divide up the work of reaching out to the businesses you brainstormed.
· Start with folks you know – but don’t stop there. The best way to get a small business on board is to talk to someone you know there. However, you can absolutely pick up the phone or walk in and ask to speak to the owner. Don’t be shy–we need to reach beyond people we know personally! 
Here’s a sample of how to approach local business owners:

"Hi! [My name is ___, and] I’m volunteering with the [CITY] MoveOn Council. We’re working on a big campaign to solve our economic crisis by creating green jobs and shifting to a clean energy economy. Today, we're gathering signatures from small businesses and other community leaders asking Congress to support President Obama's plan for a new energy economy. We’ll deliver those letters to Congress in a few weeks. Will you sign a letter endorsing a clean energy economy?”
Here’s what we specifically request from each interested business owner: 
· Sign on to the letter. They can sign a copy of the form on page 3 – or, even better, they can print and sign it on their own business letterhead by copying the text from moveon.org/smallbusiness.
· Provide a few business cards to include in a display for Congress of local business supporters. 

If they’re happy to do that, then they can do more:

· Take a photo that we can present to Congress. A photo visibly next to the business is best.

· Place a small sign in their window or on their wall that shows their support.
What to do with the letters, business cards, and photos you collect:
· Designate someone from your Council to hold them all. We’re going to deliver the first letters to Congress on Thursday, April 16, near the end of the congressional recess.

· We’ll tell the media about our campaign. We may put individual business leaders in touch with media if they’re willing to be interviewed. Otherwise, we’ll simply deliver their letter to Congress.


Need more materials? Have questions? Just go to: moveon.org/smallbusiness

Power Up America Campaign: Small Business Outreach

Tips & How-to

· Don't be shy. Remember that local businesses are likely to be very concerned about the recession, and interested in ways to help get the economy moving again. 

· You can reach out on the phone or in person. In the past, folks have had a lot of success gathering signatures by walking into businesses, so we recommend trying that. But you can also do well by doing some research and just hitting the phones. 

· Try to connect personally with the person you're talking to. Think about ways his or her business could benefit from a new energy economy.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: What if a business doesn't sign on right away? 
A: It will often take some work to get in touch with the owner or manager, so don’t be discouraged. Keep good records and follow up regularly until you get a hold of the owner or manager, and they make a final decision and get you a copy of their letter. 

Q: Can a business change the letter or write their own? 

A: Sure. Just make sure it urges Congress to support the president's clean energy economy plan.

Q: What do I do with the letters, photos, and cards once I collect them?

A: Designate someone from your Council to keep them together so that you can present them to your member of Congress and the media. We’ll also email you a survey where you can input the information about which businesses have signed on.

Q: What's the deadline for gathering everything?

A: We’ll bring our first round of business letters to Congress on April 16th. But this is an ongoing effort, and we’ll continue working to recruit local business leaders to our campaign.

Q: How are we going to give them to Congress? 

A: You’ll deliver copies of the letters  to your target's the closest district office. If the office is too far away, you can deliver them some other way – either by fax or mail.

Q: Will the letters be public? 

A: Yes, we’re going to share the letters with the member of Congress, and with the media.
Q: What if a small business leader is enthusiastic and wants to do more? 

A: We'll want small business folks to meet with members of Congress, speak at press events, write letters to the editor, and network to other businesses. Ask what they're willing to do!
Q: Does the business have to be small in order to be included?

A: No way! We welcome the support of businesses of any size, if they stand with us on this issue.

Q: Why should most businesses care about a clean energy economy?

A: Shifting to a clean energy economy means creating good local jobs that can't be outsourced, which means rising employment – and that’s good for business. A massive weatherizing program would mean that small businesses and homeowners would save money on monthly utility bills – and that’s good for the bottom line. Overall, the clean energy economy vision is good for America, and good for local business – and it’s the future of America’s economy.


Need more materials? Have questions? Just go to: moveon.org/smallbusiness

	Power Up America 

Small Business Letter

	

	“I stand with other small businesses in calling on Congress to take bold action to shift us to a new energy economy.”

To my members of Congress:

I run a small business.  I stand with other small businesses and other leaders in our community in calling on Congress to take bold action to shift us to a new energy economy.

I am on the front lines of the economic crisis. Small businesses around the country are hurting.  It is clear to me that this is the time to make major investments in our future, in the industry that will power our future and create millions of good green jobs to renew our communities and our nation.  As an entrepreneur, I know that we’ve got to invest in the clean renewable energy economy.   

One of the best ways to address the economic challenges we face and solve some of the long-term problems that caused them is to begin the transformation to a new energy economy, with millions of good, green jobs and clean energy powering this country. We cannot afford to wait.

We need to invest in energy efficiency programs. Small businesses in particular can benefit from this effort, because we can recover our investment through energy savings in as little as 2-4 years. But many businesses need help with financing and technical assistance programs.

We need alternative energy sources to repower America with 100% clean, renewable, American electricity and fight the climate crisis. We need investments in mass transit. Together, these efforts can help create 5 million good, green jobs that can't be outsourced. We can save the economy, reinvigorate local communities, strengthen the middle class, and make America competitive for the 21st century.

I urge you to support President Obama's plan for a new energy economy. This year is the time to act, to put America on a new course for a clean energy future and a sound economy.

Sincerely,

Business name:___________________________________________________________

Your name & title:_________________________________________________________

Business address:__________________________________________________________

City:________________________ State: ______ Zip ____________ Phone ____________

Yes, I’m interested in working with the Power Up America campaign by speaking to Congress or the media, appearing at events, or in other ways. (Check here): ____

[Please attach a few business cards to this letter]


	We may share your letter and photo with Congress and the media, and we may post your name, business name, and city on our website.

	Paid for by MoveOn.org Political Action http://political.moveon.org Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.
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