Sample remarks at the

Clean Energy Jobs Day

After allowing just a few minutes for participants to gather, pull everyone together to offer a few remarks: 

Welcome 

Hi everyone. Thank you for coming. My name is ___________, and I’m a MoveOn member from ___________. Joining me are [name your small business leaders and any other participants].

We're here today as part of a national day of action -- a "Clean Energy Jobs Day."  Today we're showcasing some great examples of what the clean energy economy looks like in our community.  

Logistics 

[Explain the basic logistics of the event:]
· If you’re traveling to multiple sites: “We’ll be at this site for about the next 20 minutes, and then we’ll transition to our next stop. Volunteers are circulating with directions and contact info so you can stick with us for the full tour.” 

OR:

· If you’re staying at one site: “We’ll be showcasing several different examples of the clean energy economy right here at this location, ________, with different speakers and presentations.”]

· [Add any other important logistics – like where the exits are, if you’re inside.]
Our “ask” of our targeted senator or representative

As we all know, America’s economy is in crisis, and we’re feeling it right here in [city/town]. 

That’s why President Obama has proposed a plan to build a new clean energy sector in America that will end our dependence on foreign sources of energy and create millions of family-supporting jobs that can never be outsourced.

· IF TARGET IS A CHAMPION:  

· As we tour some examples of the local clean energy economy, we're calling on Sen./Rep.___________ and urging [him/her] to continue to strengthen and support legislation that could bring more clean energy jobs to our community.

· Congress is currently considering a clean energy jobs bill that has the potential to start us on the path to a new energy economy. But Big Oil and Coal are working hard to make us reliant on dirty energy for decades to come.
· We urge Sen./Rep. [NAME] to continue to lead the nation and serve his/her constituents by working to strengthen the bill so it creates clean energy jobs here in CITY, with more money-saving energy efficiency and more reliance on cleaner, cheaper sources of energy like wind and solar.

· IF TARGET IS SWING:  

· As we tour some examples of the local clean energy economy, we're calling on Sen./Rep.___________ and urging [him/her] to strengthen and support legislation that could bring more clean energy jobs to our community.

· Congress is currently considering a clean energy jobs bill that has the potential to start us on the path to a new energy economy. But Big Oil and Coal are working hard to make us reliant on dirty energy for decades to come.
· We urge Sen./Rep. [NAME] to serve his/her constituents by working to strengthen the bill so it creates clean energy jobs here in CITY, with more money-saving energy efficiency and more reliance on cleaner, cheaper sources of energy like wind and solar.

· IF TARGET IS OPPOSED:  

· As we tour some examples of the local clean energy economy, we're calling on Sen./Rep.___________ and urging him/her not to stand in the way of legislation that could bring more clean energy jobs to our community.
· Congress is currently considering a clean energy jobs bill that has the potential to start us on the path to a new energy economy. But Big Oil and Coal are working hard to make us reliant on dirty energy for decades to come.
· We urge Sen./Rep. [NAME] not to stand in the way of progress, and to serve his/her constituents by working to strengthen the bill so it creates clean energy jobs here in CITY, with more money-saving energy efficiency and more reliance on cleaner, cheaper sources of energy like wind and solar.

Benefits of the clean energy economy 

That's why we're here today for this clean energy jobs tour. We want to show the real, tangible benefits of a clean energy economy for [AREA and STATE].  

Clean energy is a growth industry that provides better paying jobs – and more of them -- while lowering the cost of utilities for the average household.

We'll get new, high-paying jobs that can't be outsourced, a stronger local economy, and savings for local residents.  

And every local business will benefit from a stronger economy and not being held hostage to Big Oil. Remember when gas was over $4 a gallon? We urgently need cleaner, cheaper energy to power our cars, homes, and businesses.

Introduce speakers

Now, [before we move on to the next stop on our tour], I’d like to introduce [GIVE THEIR NAME / DESCRIBE THEIR ROLE] who is going to tell us why s/he as a small business owner supports a clean energy plan. 

      [Introduce any additional speakers in turn. Make sure each goes for no more than 2 minutes—politely step in and ask them to conclude if necessary. Make sure each speaker knows beforehand how much time they will have to speak. Some suggested talking points:

· Business leaders here in [city/town] understand that clean energy means more jobs. More jobs means more customers, which means higher profits, and even more jobs. 

· Better energy efficiency means lower energy costs. Lower energy costs means more jobs, which means more customers, higher profits, and still more jobs.]

      [Then, conclude:] 

Thanks, [speakers]. Now, before we proceed on the tour, we have a few moments for questions.
[If you have other stops on the tour: Next, we'll go to the next stop on our tour.]
[After the last stop of your tour:] 

Conclude

You’ve now seen some of the great examples of local innovation and expertise that really illustrate the clean energy economy.

America’s economy is in crisis, and we’re feeling it right here in [city/town]. Jobs are scarce. Small businesses are struggling. And many of us have lost half our retirement savings, or more. 

But there’s a way forward. The clean energy businesses we just witnessed represent the key to rebuilding our nation’s economy for the future.  By investing in clean energy, we can drive innovation and create millions of new, high-paying jobs, and make sure that our country is competitive in the 21st century. 

Thank you for joining us today for our event!

� A recent report by the Union of Concerned Scientists says that Americans will literally save money on their utility bills if congress passes strong renewable energy standard. See: http://www.ucsusa.org/news/press_release/new-study-says-reducing-0222.html





