Sample Remarks at the

“Cost of Delay” Vigil

[After allowing just a few minutes for participants to gather, pull everyone together to offer a few remarks:]

Hi everyone, my name is _________, and I’m a MoveOn member from _______.

Thank you for coming out for our vigil. This is one of over 200 “Cost of Delay” vigils around the country happening right now. Thousands of Americans are taking action today because we’re at an incredibly crucial moment and we can’t afford to wait any longer for real health care reform. 

Medical debt is the leading cause of bankruptcy in America. Every day we wait for reform, 2,547 Americans go bankrupt because they can’t afford to pay their medical bills. Health care reform with the choice of a public health insurance option is the best solution to help lower health care costs for everyone and expand access to quality, affordable health care to millions of Americans. 

The good news is that a decisive majority of people in this country—including 86% of Democrats—want a public option in health care this year. 

But, a tiny group of conservative Democratic senators is trying to gut the Senate bill's public option—the core of real progressive health care reform. 
We’re here today to say, enough! We can’t afford the costs of delaying real health care reform. 

[Now, talk about the Senator/Representative you’re focused on for this event. Since these are different for different states, please continue to the next page and choose the proper paragraph.]

**READ ONE BULLET BELOW BASED ON YOUR SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE**

[IF YOU LIVE in theses states: IN, AR, CT, IN, LA, ME, ND, NE, READ THIS:]

· It’s time for Senator [NAME] to commit to supporting a final up-or-down vote on the health care reform, including a public option, that [STATE] desperately needs. Senator [NAME] refuses to publicly commit to giving the legislation a fair, up-or-down vote –OR– has said [HE/SHE] will block a final Senate bill that contains a public health insurance option from getting a fair, up-or-down vote. 

[IF YOU LIVE IN NEVADA, READ THIS:]

· It’s crunch time on health care and we’re here to support our Senator, Majority Leader Harry Reid, and call on him to stand with [STATE] families by doing everything in his power make sure the final Senate bill includes the choice of a public option. 

IF YOUR SENATOR is a Progressive Health Care Champion, READ THIS:

· We’re proud of Senator [NAME] for fighting to give [STATE] the choice of a public health insurance option, and we stand with [HIM/HER] as [HE/SHE] lets Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid know that the public option needs to be in the final bill. We call on Senator [NAME] to continue [HIS/HER] fight for real health care reform by making sure that Majority Leader Reid knows that the public option cannot be negotiated away. We can only support a bill that provides the choice of a real public option.  
IF YOUR REPRESENTATIVE is a Progressive Health Care Champion, READ THIS: 

· Representative [NAME] has been a strong supporter of the public option, and in the final days of the health care reform fight, we are counting on [HIM/HER] to be clear with House and Senate Leadership that [HE/SHE] can only support a final bill with the choice of a public option. We’re ready to stand with Representative [NAME] as [HE/SHE] fights for [STATE] families by delivering the choice of a public option. 

IF YOUR EVENT IS ANYWHERE ELSE. READ THIS:
· We need Senator [NAME] and Majority Leader Harry Reid to put the financial stability of [STATE] families above the interests of the insurance industry by making sure the final bill includes a public option. Now is crunch time and we’re asking Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid and Senator [NAME] to stand with [STATE] families by doing everything in their power to pass health care reform that provides the choice of a real public option. 
[If you have an additional visual (see your event guide) like a Football helmet, stop light, or large central sign, this is a good time to draw attention to it. Then, move on to introduce your speakers]

Now, I’d like to introduce ___________, a MoveOn member from ___________, who’s going to tell us a little bit about how [she/he] has been personally affected by the health care crisis. 

[Suggested outline for each speaker:]
 
· My name is [NAME] and I’m a [Doctor/Small Business Owner/Person with a health care story] from [CITY]. I’m here to share my story and to call on our senators and Majority Leader Reid to make sure health care reform includes a real public option. 
· [Share Story]
· That’s why can’t afford to wait with a public option that will help [STATE].  
· [Conclude]
[If you have additional speakers, introduce any each speaker in turn. Make sure each goes for no more than 3-5 minutes—politely step in and ask them to conclude if necessary. When speakers are done, continue below.]

These are just a handful of the many people in our community and around the country who have been affected by out-of-control health care costs and the general health care crisis.  
  

[STATE] families are being crushed under rising health care costs, and health care reform with a public option would finally put the interests of the American people ahead of the insurance industry. While over 70 percent of Americans support a public option, Big Insurance and HMO interests are spending nearly $5 million per week to defeat health care reform, with a special focus on killing the public option, to protect their profits.  

So, right now, let’s join with thousands of other people at vigils across the country and each make a phone call to our [Senator/Representative] and Majority Leader Reid. We’ll leave them a message asking them to make sure the final health care legislation includes a real public option. Let them know that with 2,547 Americans going bankrupt every day because they can’t pay their medical bills, we can’t afford to wait for real reform. 

 [Be sure to look up the number for your Senator/Representative ahead of time.]

Take out your cell phones. 

The number to call our [Senator/Representative] is ________

The number to call Senator Reid is 202-224-3542
[Conclude the event:]
Thank you for coming, everyone. 

Every day that we wait to pass health care reform with a public health insurance option, more [STATE] residents are denied life-saving medical treatment, dropped from their insurance coverage, or buried under medical bills. 

The longer we wait, the more people suffer.

But we’re closer than ever to real health care reform and we are making real progress.
So, as you leave here, please remember to talk to your friends, family and co-workers and ask them to call your member of Congress tomorrow and remind them that we can’t afford to wait for real health care reform with a public option.

Please be sure to sign in with your contact information so we can keep in touch. 

[If you’re a MoveOn Council add:  We will be debriefing this event at [time] at [location] and planning our next steps to keep the pressure on for a strong public option.]  

See you again soon! 
 
