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Why is John Culberson grandstanding in Congress instead of working toward real solutions to high gas prices? 

Maybe it's because he's taken more than $70,000 from the Big Oil companies. 

He's been part of a failed energy policy written by Big Oil. In the last eight years, we've seen oil profits soar as the price of gasoline has gone from $2 to $4 a gallon. 

Big Oil keeps running the show, getting millions in tax breaks.  

Now we have John McCain who's taken more than a million dollars from Big Oil in the last few months. 

What do McCain and John Culberson want to do next? Drill offshore? 

That's a gimmick.  Not a solution. We wouldn't see a drop of oil from offshore drilling for at least ten years. By then, who knows where prices will be? 

But John Culberson is more interested in political stunts than honest solutions to rising gas prices. Tell him to hop out of Big Oil's pocket and to start paying attention to the people who elected him.
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Between 1999 and 2008, Congressman Culberson has accepted $301,961 in campaign contributions from the oil and gas industry. [www.opensecrets.org]

Today, the national average for gas prices is $3.86 a gallon.[www.fuelgaugereport.com, 8/6/08]

The national average for gas prices for self-serve regular unleaded gasoline for AAA's mid-May survey in 2000 was $1.46 a gallon. [Business Wire, 5/13/03]

Congressman Culberson voted for the energy bill that provides billions of dollars in tax subsidies to energy companies.  [HR 6, Vote #445, 7/28/05; Associated Press, 8/8/05]
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Oil and gas industry executives and employees donated $1.1 million to McCain last month - three-quarters of which came after his June 16 speech calling for an end to the federal ban on offshore drilling. [Washington Post, 7/27/08] 

Congressman Culberson supports legislation that accelerates permitting of oil, natural gas and oil shale exploration and production. [Culberson Press Release, 7/17/08]
Experts agree that it would take at least seven and probably 10 years before any benefits from overturning the ban on offshore drilling were evident. [McClatchy, 7/14/08]

Opening America's coastal waters to oil drilling, as John McCain has urged, is unlikely to provide Americans with more oil for at least seven to 10 years.  That's the estimate from the American Petroleum Institute, the oil industry trade group. [McClatchy, 6/17/08]


