Real Voices for Change: How To Gather Photos
What you’ll need: 

Camera(s).  Please ask everyone to bring a digital camera.  Participants without cameras can take care of the petitions and signs. If you don’t have a digital camera, you can take your film to most drugstores and get a photo CD when it’s developed.

White board and dry erase markers. We recommend bringing at least one or two medium-sized white boards (around 16”x20”), dry erase markers, and tissue or an eraser.  Write on the top: “I stand with Obama for ____” and ask people to fill in the blank. You should have them write their first name, city and state across the bottom. 

Pre-printed signs. You should also bring 10 – 30 of the pre-prepared signs (which say things like “I stand with Obama for Health Care”). If you don’t have a dry-erase board, you should just use the pre-prepared signs for everyone, making sure people write their name and city and state at the bottom of each sign.

Petitions. Before anyone has their picture taken with their message, make sure they sign the petition saying that they “Stand with Obama for Change”.  This is important because it’s also where they indicate that they understand what the photos are being used for.
How to approach people: 
Use this script as a guide for approaching people: 

"Hi! Would you send a message to Congress to support Barack Obama? Now is the time to really unite our country around the big changes all of us need. I'm a volunteer with MoveOn.org. We're gathering photos and petitions asking Congress to stand with Obama for real change in Washington. Will you sign this petition, and then take a photo holding this sign saying why you stand with Obama?”

Ask them to choose their message and write in their info. Offer them signs you’ve printed, or let them write their own message on the white board. They should write first name, city and state across the bottom of the sign they hold.  

Snap the photo: Ask them to pose with their sign and take their photo. Closer- up photos are usually better—make sure their face and sign are the center of your photo. 

Having trouble getting started? Asking people to participate in this campaign is just like asking them to volunteer with the Obama campaign. You’ll feel more confident if you practice first, And remember, Obama supporters are excited  and ready to work for change!

How to submit photos, and some other tips:

Submit your photos right away after you’re done taking photos.  You should submit the photos at: www.moveon.org/voicesforchange

Legal Permission to take photos: A legal release form is not needed. However, we do require each photographee to add their name to the petition so we can ensure to Congress and the media that all these people are in fact standing with Obama for change.

Don’t take photos of minors.

Need more materials? Have questions? Just go to: moveon.org/voicesforchange 

Real Voices for Change: Frequently Asked Questions
Are we supposed to take photos on the street, recruit our friends, or both?

You should do both! Start gathering photos by asking your friends, neighbors, colleagues, and members of groups that you’re a part of (like a church group). If you get inspired, it’s also great to go out to a farmer’s market, a busy neighborhood, or a supermarket entrance, and approach people you don’t know. 

What exactly are we doing for the “Real Voices for Change” photo-gathering campaign? 

We’re asking people to add their name to a petition and then take a photo showing that they stand with Barack Obama for change in Washington. Starting on 11/20, we’ll gather as many photos as we can to send a strong message that Americans are ready for progressive change. 

What should I say to ask someone to take their photo?

Use the script in your “How to Gather Photos” sheet as a guide. 
What do I do with the photos and petitions?

Please submit them to MoveOn so we can get them ready to deliver to Congress! You should go to our Photo Upload page to submit the photos: moveon.org/voicesforchange. Please also mail in your paper petitions to MoveOn. You can scan and email them to: voicesforchangepetition@moveon.org, OR fax them to 360-397-2645, OR mail them to: MoveOn.org Political Action, Attn: Petition Sheets, P.O. Box 9218, Berkeley, CA 94709.

What's the deadline for turning in these photos?

We ask that you turn in your first round of photos by December 14th. We’ll have another deadline before the end of January, which is when we’ll deliver the photos to Congress.
How are we going to give them to Congress? 

We’ll assemble the names and photos into packets organized by Congressional District and state. We’ll present them to individual members of Congress in Washington, DC in January, close to Inauguration Day. We’ll also make photos available online. 

What is the purpose of the paper petitions? 

By signing the paper petition, people are attesting that they stand with Obama for change. It really helps having their signature when we deliver the photos to Congress. The paper forms will be included in our delivery (so be sure to send them in!).

Are the paper petitions supposed to exactly match the photo petitions? 

You should make sure that every person you photograph adds their name to the paper petition. If they are unwilling to, please do not submit their photo. But you don’t need to worry if the order of the photos doesn’t match the order of the names on your petition.

For the photo petition, how will members of Congress know where people are from? 

There are two ways that we will sort and verify the photos before delivering them to Congress. First, we’re asking the photo submitter to indicate exactly where they took their photos, so we know where most of the photographees are from. Second, we’re asking everyone to write the city name and state on the sign that they hold in their photo. 
 More Questions? Just go to: www.moveon.org/voicesforchange 
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	“I Stand with President-elect Barack Obama for Change in Washington.”

I will stand with Obama for change in Washington, and am participating in MoveOn’s “Real Voices for Change” campaign. 

My signature and photo may be given to members of Congress, and my photo with my first name may be posted on the MoveOn.org Political Action website.  Check the box “I’m interested in helping out” if you’re interested in volunteering with local MoveOn efforts to support Obama.
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	MoveOn.org Political Action will treat your contact information as private and confidential. We will not provide your contact information to any other organization except MoveOn.org Civic Action unless you specifically authorize us. MoveOn.org Political Action will send you updates by e-mail. We will do our best to respect your time and attention. You can remove yourself from the mailing list at any time. 
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These petition signatures were gathered at:

        ______________________________________________________________________________



[Street address or intersection, City, State, and Zip (if you know it)]

Please send MoveOn each petition sheet!  Scan and email it to voicesforchangepetition@moveon.org, OR fax it to 360-397-2645,  OR mail it to: MoveOn.org Political Action, Attn: Petition Sheets, P.O. Box 9218, Berkeley, CA 94709.

